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notable call-and-response sequence occurs in the fifth chapter of the Gospel of John. Jesus’ disciples,
led by John the Baptizer, begin to ask the crucified Messiah questions concerning his identity,
mission, and in the minds of some, divinity. After answering each of their questions, Jesus says, “You
yourselves bear me witness, that | said, ‘I am not the Christ’ [ho Christos].” [John 5:31] The phrase “I
am not the Christ” stands in stark contrast to the opening statement of that chapter, in which the
author says, “In [John 1:1] the beginning was the Word [Etos en Logos]” [John 1:1]. While Jesus’
disciples are confused by Jesus’ announcement that he is not the Messiah, God’s word is clear that
Jesus is divinely empowered and has authority to declare what he is. It is out of this realization that
Jesus later takes the title “Christ” [Kyrion]. The church has had its own challenges regarding Jesus’
divinely ordained authority and mission. We have understood Jesus’ mission differently over the
centuries. At one time, the church heeded Jesus’ warning in John’s gospel that his disciples would be
persecuted because they bore testimony to his divinely ordained authority and mission. [John 16:12]
During the Middle Ages, the church received a set of teachings from the heretics called the Lollards,
which effectively removed from Jesus’ words, “l am the light of the world,” [John 8:12] and minimized
the importance of preaching the good news of the kingdom
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